11/1/89 


Mr, G«erge E«8ly, Jr« 

£xe«utiTe Editor 
Tli« 3tet0B-It8m 
New Orlesnsg La* 

Dear -^r« Eaaly, 

If It la the rl^t of the jureaa to endorse and eppoaa oandidatea 
and to take sides on Important leaues. It la also the obllaatlon» eapeclally 
when there la monopoly In oimerablpi to be fair, L howe read tha Orleena 
reporting of the eoming election with some eare aid baliewe It to be a model 
of partlaanehlp end ttnfslrneae* 

A eeae In point la yonr etory of the 89th heeded "Garrison Hefasee 
Telettalon Debate" , It reletes to a WHS "panel" show well edwertiaed In your 
paper March 3. I was ao outraged that e publloly-eupported, allegedly "educa- 
tional" TT atation would so dlahoneetly pretend fair presentation of both 
aldea with the preeentotion of three all enemies of Jim Oarrleon and all working 
agelnst him in the trial - under the deceptive title "Press and Prejudice"^ 
that I wrote the stetlon aeklng for falrness-doctriiB time for response, A copy 
of that letter is enoloaed, I think you will find the promlaea 1 f® de for the 
presentation of evidence and not personelltlos a fair one and I think you know 
me and my work well enough to underetsnd I would have done Just that. 

Mow this waa not a panel show of reporters vs district attorney. It 
was gulsed aa o dlapeaBlonete appralaal end eveluetlon by untainted* dlapsaaionate 
obaervere (not one of whom had made what can be called by the stretch of even 
a biased imagination any eerioua Investigation of tise facta of the aseasslnstlon 
ae they relate to Naw Orleans), It waa false^preeented as the cool* detached 
observations of men not Involved. They were,^ln fact* ell worklag for o» aide, 
Therafore, what was missing was the other side of tho eame chnrector- a writer 
not a lawyer or the victim. Decency and the charter and obligations of WYES-TT 
required this* sa did alii^le honor. 

It can no more be lost upon you than it me on v/YSS and thoae to whom 
It la In bell that with a perjury charge pending against Mr. Shaw, there was a 
severe limit imposed on the district attorney, he could not speak freely, even 
If it would have been rensonable and fair for him to represent the prase (would 
you have him speak for youV ) • 

f 

WYi53wei:Y refased me the opportunity of rreaentlng feotuel eyidenfie^ 
violated regulations and ita charter by preaenting but the elngle slde^ '/’Hd 
was so completely lacking in common decency th^t it nover responded to my 
request for a transcript# 

"Preaa and Prejudice” would be a good title for an analysis of the 
reporting of the current campaign# 


oc: Jim Garrison^ Wm# S# Hart 


Sincerely^ 
Harold Weisberg 


